RACES Notes 02/14/07

News and Announcements

1) Upcoming Events

        3/5 CARA Meeting and New RACES ID Cards

        3/13-15 DICE 07, JITC, Ft Huachuca

4/28-29 La Vuelta de Bisbee Bike Race

2) DICE-07 - Just a reminder that DICE is getting closer. I will be looking for volunteers to operate at least a 4 hour shift on one or more of the days identified. Please set some time aside during this period to assist.  This will be a great time to get some hands-on operating experience in the MCU as well as working with other response agencies.

3) New RACES ID Cards - Ruben Barrera, the Cochise County Volunteer Coordinator, will be at the next CARA club meeting from 1800-1900 to take photos and print your new RACES Photo ID card.  To help this go smoothly, please help me schedule appointments at five minute increments by advising me what preferred time you can be there.

Please don't everyone tell me 1845 because that won't work.  If you have not sent me yet your emergency point of contact information yet, please send that to me by email so that it can be entered into the county data base ahead of time.  I will need the name, address and phone number of someone you would like us to contact if there is an emergency and you may be injured or need assistance. This will save considerable time on Monday evening.

4) MCU update - I have a work party scheduled with Pablo of the county IT section tomorrow to resolve the remaining network issues.

Hopefully we will complete that effort in the morning.

Training - NIMS and Ten Codes

As many of you have noted while completing the various Incident Command and NIMS courses, there is a real push to use only plain language within the emergency response community.  This is particularly critical when there are units from different agencies responding to a single incident.  You would think that by now the ten codes would have disappeared but we all know from listening on scanners or while on support missions that is not the case. What this means to us is, as we assist our customers, especially the Cochise County Sheriff's Office, that we still need to be familiar with some of the Ten - Codes that we come in contact with as we deploy the Mobile Communications Unit.  So during our training for this evening, we will review some of the more common Ten Codes that you should be familiar with.  I will first give the code, and then its meaning and perhaps an example of how it is used.

Code    Meaning

10-1    Your signal is weak and you are unreadable

10-2    Your signal strong and fully readable

10-4    Depending on context, this may mean Yes, Affirmative, I agree

      with what you said or will comply.

10-6    I am out of my unit/vehicle and busy with an assignment.

10-7    I am going out of service, usually sent at the end of a shift

      or returning the MCU to Green Acres and you have finished your

      assignment.

10-8    I am in service and ready for next assignment.  Usually sent

      after you have been 10-6 for a period of time.

10-9    Please repeat your last transmission.

10-11   Going on Duty, usually sent at the beginning of a shift.

10-12   I have a rider on board, usually a civilian (non agency personnel)

10-13   You are talking to fast, say again slowly

10-17   I am enroute to my assignment or location. Example, "This is the

      MCU, 10-17 to Miller Canyon to assist in search."

10-20   Location. Example, "What is your 10-20?"

10-21   Call by phone. Example, please give me a 21 or 10-21 the station.

10-22   Cancel your mission.  Example, "You may 10-22."

10-23   I have arrived on the scene or location of my assignment.

10-24   My assignment is complete.

10-25   Please meet. Example, "10-25 with Officer Jones at Carr Canyon

      parking lot."

10-50   What you said or are doing does not conform to regulation.

In addition to the Ten Codes, there a few other codes you need to be aware of. Here they are:

Code 4 - Everything is okay.

Code 7 - Food or meal break.

Code 900 - Welfare Check. Example, "Ground Team Code 900?" Meaning -

    Are you OK?  The correct response is Code 4 if everything is okay.

    Any other response can be construed as a duress code back to

    dispatch meaning something is wrong but I can not tell you what

    because I might get hurt.

Code 901 - We have a deceased person, dog, cat or other animal. This

    usually implies our subject was found deceased.

Code 901 H or Henry - This means there is evidence implying the

    subject is dead by homicide as opposed to natural causes. This

    will immediately define that location as a crime scene and

    detectives will be called.  Step back and secure the scene to

    protect any potential evidence.

Code 918 - This implies that your subject may be a mental patient

    and not behaving in a rational fashion.  Use caution while

    approaching and dealing with this individual.

I will attach a PDF file to the net notes that you can print out and keep in your vehicle. It has a number of additional codes that may come up while monitoring traffic but rarely ever apply to search and rescue situations or other response that we might get called out on.  I recommend lamination to protect it. I would also like to say that use of amateur Q or Z codes will definitely confuse dispatch. They will not have a clue what you are talking about so don't use them.  Additionally, they are not accustomed to our use of the Proword "Over".  I know that for some of us, especially those that use HF a lot or MARS operators it is a real challenge not to say it.

That's all for training, now we will go down the roster for comments.

Bob

Robert L Hollister
