
RACESNotesfor03/12/2008

NewsandAnnouncements

1)UpcomingEvents:

4/26-27–LaVueltadeBisbeeBikeRace
5/3-CARAHamfest
5/15–FtHuachucaSafetyDay

2)MCUStatus:TheMCUisconsideredoperationalatthistime.Wewillhopefullybedoing
someradioandcomputerupgradesinthenearfuture.IamdependentontheCountyITstaffto
assistinthiswork.MikeEvanssaidtheBoomMicrophoneandHeadsetfortheIcom706came
intoday.Ishouldcollectitnextweek.Thereplacementcoffeepotisalsoonorderandshouldbe
innextWednesday.

3)SARTraining–FirstIwanttosaythankstothosewhocameouttothetraining.Ithinkitwent
wellandwegavethegeneratoragoodrunallday.AcouplethingsIneedtoremindeveryone
about.Whenshuttingdownafterthemission,besuretodumpthecoffeeandthecoffeegrounds
andwipeoutthepot.WhenyoureturntheMCUtotheclubsiteandplugitin,don'tforgettoturn
theACMainswitchonandleavethebatterychargerswitchinthe"ON"positionforittocharge
thebatteries.

Training-.

OnourlastnetwereviewedcommonprocedurewordsorProwordsusedinvoice
communications.TonightIwanttocoverbasicRACESNetProtocolsandnetcheck-in
proceduresforemergencynets.

WehaveestablishedprotocolsthatweshoulduseontheRACESnetandduringemergencies.
Someoftheseprotocolsarestillformativeandifyouhavesuggestionspleaseprovideyour
recommendationsduringthecommentsportionofthenet.PleaserememberthattheRACESnet
doesnotservethesamefunctionasthemoresociallyorientednetssuchastheCARAnetwhere
thepurposethereisbasicallynews,announcements,andexchangeofgeneralinformation.Our
netisprimarilyfortrainingandpracticeofemergencycommunicationsskills.

Thepurposeofanetcheckinduringemergenciesistoquicklydeterminewhoisavailablefora
missionorsupportroleandifthereisanytraffictobehandled.Forpractice,Iwouldalsoliketo
make“TrafficHandling”moreofapartofourregularprocedureinorderformemberstobecome
familiarwithandtopracticehandlingandrelayinginformation.WewillbereviewingNTS
proceduresinthenearfuture.

OurNetopeningisalreadystandardizedtomeetbasicRACESrequirementstoidentifythenet,
theauthorityforthenet,andthepurpose.Weuseanetrosterofrecentcheck-instoavoid
stationscheckinginfromtalkingovereachother.Eachparticipantshouldclearlyidentifytheir
callsignandiftheyhaveanytraffic.Furtherexplanationisrarelyrequired.Forexample:

(1) Stationswithnotraffic."THIS IS (Stationcallsign),NO TRAFFIC."

(2) Stationswithtraffic.Stationswithtrafficsequenceitbyprecedence,thengroupby
destinationandreportbytransmitting"THIS IS (Stationcallsign),(listtrafficbyorderof
precedenceandnumberofmessagesforeachdestination)."IfthetrafficisfortheNCS,itis
listedas"(NCScallsign),THIS IS (Stationcallsign),(precedenceandnumberofmessages)
YOUR STATION."

Otherexamplesinclude:
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"THISISN7INK,ONEROUTINE,AMERICANREDCROSS,DOUGLAS."
or

"THISISN7BIL,ONEPRIORITY,CochiseCountyEmergencyOperationsCenter."

(3) AdditionalInformation.Inadditiontotrafficreports,stationsmayincludeadditional
informationandrequestsasappropriate.Examplesinclude:

"...REQUESTCONTACTWITH(otherstationcallsign)"
"...INFORMATIONFORTHENET."

(4) DuringDirectedNetOperations,stationswishingtoenteranetaftertheinitialnetcheck-in
shouldwaituntilthecurrentnetoperationiscompleteortheNCSmakesanothercallfor
additionalparticipants.NetControlsshouldfrequentlycallforadditionalcheck-insduringthe
courseofnetoperations.

(5)TheNCSofanemergencynetshoulddesignateanalternatenetcontrol.

(6)Ifamemberhasanurgentemergency,themembermayusetheProword“BREAK”tobreak
intothenet.Emergencytrafficwilltakeprecedenceoveranyothernetactivity.
ThisistheprimaryuseoftheProwordBREAK.UsingtheProwordBREAKorRESETtopause
toallowtherepeatertoresetandavoidittimingitoutisunnecessary.Simplyreleasethe
microphoneforacouplesecondsandcontinue.

(7)Foranemergencynettooperateefficiently,theNCSneedstoknowatalltimeswhois
presentandwhoisnot.ToassisttheNCS,netparticipantsshouldalwaysremembertocheck
outwiththeNCSbeforeclosingstation.Ifyouneedtoclose,calltheNCSandadvisehim/her
"NETCONTROL,THISISN7INK,REQUESTPERMISSIONTOCLOSESTATION".Unless
thereareunusualcircumstances,theNCSwillrespond"N7INK,CLOSEYOURSTATION.OUT"

(8)IfyouareoperatingonHForVHFsimplex,IrecommendtheProword“OVER”beaddedat
theendofeachtransmission.Duringrepeateroperationsitisrarelyneededtoinformothersthat
youarefinishedtalkingandforanotherstationtopickuptheconversation.

That'sitfortrainingtonight,nowlet'sgodownthenetforcomments.

Bob
RobertLHollister

Thoughtfortheday:

I'mawalkingstoreroomoffacts.....I'vejustlostthekeytothestoreroomdoor.
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