
RACESNotesfor03/26/2008

NewsandAnnouncements

1)UpcomingEvents:

4/26-27–LaVueltadeBisbeeBikeRace
5/3-CARAHamfest
5/15–FtHuachucaSafetyDay

2)MCUStatus:Thereplacementcoffeepotisnowinstalled.Thepotdoesnothavethe"dribble"
problemtheoldonehadandbrewsahotpotofcoffee.TheBoomMicrophoneandHeadsetwe
requestedfortheIcom706alsocameinandisnowintheMCUaswell.

3)SierraVistaRedCrossOffice:ThisafternoonCherylBenderoftheAmericanRedCrossoffice
inTucsonannouncedattheFireChief'sMeetingthattheSierraVistaOfficewillnotberenewing
it'slease.ItwillcloseattheendofApril.RedCrossserviceswillbehandledbylocalvolunteers
buttheywillnothaveanofficetoworkoutof.Ipickeduptheradioequipmentthisafternoonand
wewillremovethe2meterantennaandcoaxialcabletomorrow.

Training:

Onourlastnet,ImentionedthatIwouldliketostartaseriesoftrainingsessionsdevotedto
handlingformalmessagetraffic.Thiseveningwewillfirstdemonstrateasamplemessageand
thendiscussit.Iwouldlikeallnetparticipantstocopythemessage.IhaveaskedDaleandBarb
helpmewiththisexercise.Barb,takeitaway.

NJ7CTHISISKD7YOZ,IHAVEONEROUTINEFORTHEAMERICANREDCROSSOFFICE,
SIERRAVISTAOVER.
THISISNJ7COVER
MESSAGEFOLLOWS:
NR5ROUTINEKD7YOZ10DOUGLASAZ0300ZMAR26
TO:AMERICANREDCROSS
1234FRONTAGERD
SIERRAVISTAAZ85635
PHONE458-5555
BREAK
REQUESTADDITIONALBUNKSANDBLANKETS
FORTEMPORARYSHELTERINDOUGLAS
BREAK
SIGNEDHALBURTON
OVER

Thankyoubothforyourassistance.

Thepurposeofusingastandardoraspecifiedformatinanyfieldofendeavorissothateveryone
knowswhattoexpectandwithaminimumamountofexplanation.Theamateurradiomessage
form,orradiogramisastandardformatusedforpassingmessages–otherwiseknownastraffic
–viatheNationalTrafficSystem(NTS).Ifamateursarepracticedinusingastandardona
regularbasis,useduringemergencysituationsbecomesnatural.Whilethepublishedstandard
maynotbeperfectforallapplications,itservesasabaselinewhichcanbereadilyadaptedfor
usewithaspecificservedagency.

ForthoseofyouwhoarefamiliarwithsendingandreceivingtrafficintheMARSsystem,there
aresomedifferences.TheformatdemonstratedthiseveningisthestandardfortheNational
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TrafficSystemandtheprocedureusedwithintheamateurcommunity.MARSmembersreceive
traininginconvertingtrafficfromMARSformattoamateurandviceversainaprocedurecalled
REFILE.IfyouarenotfamiliarwithNTSformat,youmayfindtheproceduresidentifiedinthe
followingARRLpublications:ThePublicServiceCommunicationsManual,TheARESField
ResourcesManual,orTheRadioOperatorsHandbook.Wewillcoverthebasicproceduresover
thenextfewtrainingsessions.

Wewillcompletetonight’strainingbyjustidentifyingthebasiccomponentsofamessage.The
basiccomponentsare:

1–ThePreamble,oftenreferredtoastheheader.Thisconsistsofadministrativedataincluding
themessagenumber,originatingstation,precedenceanddate/timeororigination.The
combinationofthemessagenumberandtheoriginatingstationservesasauniquemessage
identifierthatcanbetracedifnecessary.

2-TheAddress,Thisincludesthename,streetaddressorPOBox,city,state,andzipcodeof
theindividualtowhomthemessageisintendedtobedelivered.Theaddressshouldalsoinclude
telephonenumbersincethemajorityofamateurradiomessagesareultimatelydeliveredvialocal
phonecallinthedestinationarea.

3-TheTextofthemessage,Thetextshouldbebriefandtothepoint,limitedifpossibleto25
wordsorless.Thetextsshouldbewritteninlinesoffivewords,toeaseandspeedthecounting
ofwordswhengeneratingthecheckcount.Careshouldbetakentoavoidcontractions,asthe
apostropheisgenerallynotusedinCW;forexamplethecontractionfor“Iwill”couldcauseundue
stresstothereceiver.

4.–TheSignature,thiscanbesinglename,nameandcallsign,nameandtitleofrepresentative
ofservedagency,whateverisneededtoensuretherecipientcanidentifythesender.The
amateuroriginatingthemessageshouldhaveenoughinformationsothatareplymessagecan
bereturnedtotheoriginator.

TheArizonaTrafficandEmergencyNetwebpage:http://www.atenaz.net/

That'sitfortrainingtonight,nowlet'sgodownthenetforcomments.

Bob
RobertLHollister

Thoughtfortheday:

Thedesiretosucceedmeansnothingwithoutthewilltoprepare!
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