
RACESNotesfor04/09/2008

NewsandAnnouncements

1)UpcomingEvents:

4/26-27–LaVueltadeBisbeeBikeRace
5/3-CARAHamfest
5/10–BensonSafetyDay
5/15–FtHuachucaSafetyDay

2)MissionComplete–NottillthepaperworkisdoneandtheMCUproperlysecured.Justa
reminderthatwhenyoureturnfromamissiontofilloutamissiongaslogtobesubmittedinone
oftheenvelopesyouwillfindontheclipboardinthecab.Afteryouarepluggedbackin,makea
quickwalkaroundtomakesureeverythingissecureinsideandoutside.Onourlastmission,
someoneinadvertentlyturnedonthecurbsidescenelightsfrominsidethecab.Thankgoodness
forthebatterychargerastheywerestillon4dayslater.Thetruckwasputawayduringdaylight
soitwasnotobviousthattheywerestillon.

Training:

OnourlastnetwedidashortdemonstrationwithasamplemessagebetweenKD7YOZand
NJ7C. Tonightwewillspecificallylookatthepreambleofthemessage.Thepreambleisthe
sectionofthemessagewherealltheadministrativedetailsofthemessagearerecorded.There
areeightdataelementsorfieldsinthepreamble,twoofthemareoptional:

Element#1isthemessagenumber.Thisisthenumberassignedbytheoperatorwhofirstputs
themessageintoNTSformat.Whileanyalphanumericcombinationisacceptable,generally
traffichandlersuseanumericsequencestartingwiththenumber1atthebeginningofthemonth,
oryear.

Element#2isthePrecedence.Theprecedencetellseachtraffichandleroroperatortherelative
importanceoforhowurgentamessageis.WithinNTSformat,therearefourlevelsof
precedence:

Routine –abbreviatedbytheletter“R”.Mostamateurtrafficishandledusingthisprecedence;
it’sforalltrafficwhichdoesnotmeettherequirementsofahigherprecedence.

Welfare –abbreviatedbytheletter“W”.Thisprecedenceisforaninquiryastothehealthand
welfareofanindividualinadisasterareaoramessagefromadisasterareathatalliswell.

Priority – abbreviatedbytheletter“P”.Thisprecedenceisforimportantmessageswithatime
limit;officialmessagesnotcoveredbytheEMERGENCYprecedenceornotificationofdeathor
injuryinadisasterarea.Thisisusuallyassociatedwithofficialtrafficto,fromorrelatedtoa
disasterarea.

EMERGENCY –thereisnoabbreviationforthisprecedence;thewordEMERGENCYisalways
spelledoutinfull.Thisprecedenceisforanymessagehavinglifeanddeathurgency,whichis
transmittedbyAmateurRadiointheabsenceofaregularcommunicationsfacility.Thisincludes
officialmessagesofwelfareagenciesrequestingsuppliesduringemergencies,orotherofficial
instructionstoprovideaidorreliefinadisasterarea.Theuseofthisprecedenceshouldbe
limitedtotrafficoriginatedbyagencyofficials.Ifthereisanydoubtastotheuseofthis
precedence,itshouldNOTbeused.MeansotherthanAmateurRadioshouldbeincludedinthe
deliveryoptions.EMERGENCYmessageshaveimmediateurgency.Theyshouldtakepriority
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overanyotheractivityandshouldbepassedbythebestmeansavailablewiththecooperationof
allstations.

* EXERCISE MESSAGES:MessagesintheARRLformatpassedfortestandexercise
purposesmaybegivenaprecedenceprecededbytheword“TEST”,asin“TESTR”,“TESTP”,
“TESTW”,or“TESTEMERGENCY”.Itiscustomarytoindicatewithinthetextofsuchmessages
thewords“TESTMESSAGE”,or“EXERCISE”.Using“EXERCISE”asthefirstandlastgroupsof
thetexthelpsalertlistenerstothenatureofthecontenttoavoidunduealarm.Insomeexercises,
thelifeofthemessagemaybeterminatedwhentheexerciseperiodisterminated,i.e.,anysuch
messagesarenothandledaftertheexercise.ConsultwiththeARES/RACES/NTSgroup
conductingthetesttodetermineifsuchmessagesshouldbefiled,handledanddelivered
afterwardstopermitafullevaluationoftheexercise.

* SERVICE MESSAGES:TheprecedenceofaSVCmessageshouldbethesameasthatof
themessagebeingserviced.SVCaheadofamessagenumberindicatesaservicemessagesent
betweenstationsrelativetomessagehandling,ordelivery.Sincetheyaffecttimelydelivery,they
arehandledbeforeroutinemessages.SVCisnotaprecedence.

Element#3isforhandlinginstructions.Thisisanoptionalfieldusedatthediscretionofthe
originatingham.Ididnotuseitinmyexampleandwillleaveitforafuturediscussion.Donotuse
handlinginstructionsunlessaparticularneedispresent.Handlinginstructionsareusedto
instructtherelayingand/ordeliveringoperatortohandlethemessageaccordingtothefollowing
codes(RefertoARRLCD218,pinkcard.).Ifused,handlinginstructionsmuststaywiththe
messagetothepointofdelivery.

Element#4istheStationofOrigin–Thisisthecallsignofthefirstoperatortoputthemessage
intoNTSformat.

Element#5istheCheck–Thecheckisthenumberofwordsinthetext.Thisexcludesthe
preamble,theaddressandsignature.Wewillcoverthisalsoinmoredetailinafuturenet.After
receivingamessage,thetraffichandlerscountthewordsinthemessageandcomparetheword
counttotheCheckinthePreamble.Ifthetwonumbersdonotagree,are-readofthemessage
maybenecessarytodetecttheerror.If,whilewritingitdown,youputfivewordsperlineitisvery
easytocountyourwordsandverifyyourcheck.

Element#6isthePlaceofOrigin–Thisisthecityandstatealthoughcityandcountyarealso
acceptablewherethemessageoriginatorlives.Thismaynotbethecityandstateoftheamateur
butofthepersonwhooriginatedthemessage.

Element#7istheTimeFiled–ThisisalsoanoptionalfieldunlessthehandlinginstructionBravo
isused.AlthoughIhavenotcoveredhandlinginstructionstonight,handlinginstructionBravo
meanscancelifnotdeliveredwithinadesignatednumberofhoursandusedinconjunctionwith
TimeFiled.

Element#8ofthePreambleisthedate.ThisisusuallytheZULUdate,Monthanddayofthe
month,themessagewasfirstplacedintotheNationalTrafficSystem.

Preparetocopythepreambleagain.Messagefollows:

NR5ROUTINEKD7YOZ10DOUGLASAZ0300ZMAR26

That'sitfortrainingtonight,nowlet'sgodownthenetforquestionsand/orcomments.
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Bob
RobertLHollister

Thoughtfortheday:

Attheendofmourning,thereisstillsadness,butitisawistfulsadness
thatistemperedbythehappymemoriesthatwestillpossess.
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