
RACESNotesfor04/23/2008

NewsandAnnouncements

1)UpcomingEvents:

4/26-27–LaVueltadeBisbeeBikeRace
5/3-CARAHamfest
5/10–BensonSafetyDay
5/15–FtHuachucaSafetyDay
5/27–SkywarnTrainingClass,SierraVista

2)SpectraRadios–CochiseCountyhasreleasedtotheCountyRACESunitanumberof
obsoleteMotorolaSpectra45-wattRadios.Theyarenotnarrowbandcompatibleandtherefore
cannotbeusedonthenewcountynarrowbandchannels.Theywillgodownto146.000MHzso
wecanreprogramthemformanyofthecommonamateurrepeaterandsimplexchannelsthatwe
use.Mostoftheunitsareremotesystemswitharadiochassis(fortrunkmount)andaseparate
controlhead.Wehavestartedtheprocessofreprogrammingthemandshouldhaveafewunits
readybythehamfest.

3)LaVueltaBikeRace–Wearejustacoupledaysawaynow.Youshouldhavereceivedsafety
briefsandinstructionsforallofyouwhohavesignedup.Saturdaymorning,pleasemeetinthe
parkinglotnexttotheoldConventionCenterinoldBisbee.TheMCUwillbesetupattheFinish
line.OnSunday,thesupportvehiclesmeetatthesameplacebuttheMCUwillbeatthetopof
thetunnel,againatthefinishlineforthatrace.Everyoneneedstobeinplaceandoperationalat
0730.Firstbikesdepartat0800.

Training:
TonightwewillbrieflygooverthesafetybriefingfortheLaVueltadeBisbeeBikeRace.
Onthemorningoftherace,remembertoshowupattheparkinglotbesidetheBisbee
ConventionCenter.Youwillgetyourraceassignment,MagneticRaceSignforyourvehicle,and
findoutwhowillberidingwithyou.Undernormalconditions,thefollowingwilloccur.Eachrace
willhavealeadpolicecarandatrailpolicecar.Therewillusuallybeamotorcycleofficialaswell
tohelpcontrolandreportraceviolations.Weusuallyhaveatleasttwoamateurradioequipped
vehiclesforeachrace:OnewithanOfficialtoobservetherace,andonewithamedicand/orbike
mechanic.Youmaybeaskedtocarrysomesparebicycletireswithyoutoallowridersto
exchangetiresiftheygetaflat.YoumayalsobeaskedtoallowanAPRSTrackertobeinstalled
inyourvehicle.ThiswillallowtheNetControlStationtofollowyourprogresswithlittlevoice
communications.Unfortunately,wehaveseeninthepastthattherearedeadspotswherethe
trackersdonotgetreportedsoyoumaybeaskedperiodicallytogiveyourlocationandstatus.

Partofyourassignmentinvolvesbeingobservanttopotentiallydangeroussituationswithinyour
lineofsight.Examplesare:automobilespassingyouandthepack,dangerousorillegal
maneuversbythebikeracerssuchascrossingtheyellowlinewhereitisnotallowed.Bealert
andtrytoobservelicensenumberswhenthishappensandorracershirtnumbers.These
occurrencesshouldbereportedbacktotheNetControlStation.Ifyourofficialasksyoutodo
somethingthatyoufeelisunsafeoryouareuncomfortablewith,politelyrefuse.Theycanget
pushysoyoumayhavetobefirm.Youknowyourvehicleandreflexesbetterthantheydoifyou
havetostopquickly.Ihavehadbicyclistsaccidentallydropofftheirbicyclesalmostinfrontofme
andneededtoavoidtheseconditions.Yourprimaryassignmentistostaysafe.Cycliststhathave
fallenbackwilloccasionallytrytouseyourvehicletotheiradvantageandwilldraftbehindyou.
“Drafting”meanstheywillfollowyouverycloselyandhopeyoucanpullthemalongwiththe
breezeandtheysaveenergy.Watchoutforthat.First,raceregulationsmakethatillegalforthem
todoit,butsomewilltry.Second,itisparticularlydangerouswhentheytrytopassyou,
sometimesonbothsidesofyou.Graduallyslowdownuntiltheyareforcedtogoaroundyou.
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Suddenchangesofdirectionorspeedarebadforeverybody.Weareusingthefollowing
frequencies:

147.02(PL162.2)
146.52Simplex(Usedfordirectvehicletovehiclecommunications)
144.39APRS

AZDPSwilllikelybeusingcar-to-car(460.225)ifyouhavetheabilitytomonitorthemduringthe
race.Thatmayhelpyouknowwhentheyarereleasingcarstopassthepack.

Isuggestthatyoupreprogramyourradiosbeforetheracesothatyoucanrapidlyswitchback
andforthfrommemorytoVFOoradjacentchannelsifyouneedtoduringtherace.Tryingto
programyourradioduringtheraceisareallybadidea.

Underincidentcommandweuseplainlanguageonly.NoTen-Codesorothershortcutsshould
beused.Remember,ifyouhavetorepeatthemessageforunderstanding,youhavenotsaved
anytimebyusingshortcuts.Althoughwewillusetacticalcallsignstosimplifyidentificationof
yourassignment/location,donotforgettheFCCrequirementtosignoffwithyouramateur
callsignatleastonceeverytenminutes.Example:“RACECommand,N7INK”or“Men’sSenior
RaceSweep,K7HVV”.

Whenyouarriveonthesceneyouwillreceiveaprintedcopyofthesafetybriefing.Youshould
writedownyourdutyassignmentandTacticalCallsign.Remembertodoacommcheckwiththe
RaceCommandbeforeyouleavetheStartLine.ThiswillbethepersonsoperatingintheMobile
CommunicationsUnitorMCU.Alsorememberthatduringtheraceyoushouldhaveyour
Headlights and emergency flashers on. Intheeventofanemergencyonthecoursetransmit:
BREAK, BREAK, BREAK.Brieflyidentifythenatureoftheemergencyandtypeofassistance
required.WaitfortheNetControlOperatortoacknowledgeyouremergencyandrespondto
his/herquestions.Allotherstationsshouldimmediatelyceasetransmittinguntiltheemergency
situationhasbeenhandledoryouareaskedspecificallyforassistance.Tospeeddispatchof
emergencyresponderstoyourlocation,trytohavegoodcrossstreetormilepostinformation.

Remembertowear/displayyourRACES/ARESIDCard.Besureyousignoutontheairwiththe
NCSbeforeleavingtheincidentsceneforanyreason.Foryoursafetywemusthave100percent
accountabilityofallourvolunteers.It’salongracesobesureyoutakeadvantageoftherest
roombeforeyoutakeoff.Ifyouhaveanyquestions,askthemwhenwegodowntherosterfor
comments.

Thankyoufortakingtimeoutofyourbusyschedulestoassistduringthisevent.
HaveFun,StaySafe.

That'sitfortrainingtonight,nowlet'sgodownthenetforquestionsand/orcomments.

Bob
RobertLHollister

Thoughtfortheday:

"Those we have held in our arms for a little while,

We hold in our hearts forever."

䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀

http://www.pdfdesk.com


䕡獹⁐䑆⁃牥慴潲⁩猠灲潦敳獩潮慬⁳潦瑷慲攠瑯⁣牥慴攠偄䘮⁉映祯甠睩獨⁴漠牥浯癥⁴桩猠汩湥Ⱐ扵礠楴⁮潷⸀

http://www.pdfdesk.com

