
RACESNotesfor05/14/2008

NewsandAnnouncements

1)UpcomingEvents:

5/15–FtHuachucaSafetyDay
5/27–SkywarnTrainingClass,OscarYrunCenter,SierraVista
5/31–PrescottHamfest
6/7–WhiteMountainHamfest,Showlow
7/4–BisbeeCoasterRace
7/18-19-WilliamsHamfest

2)SpectraRadios–Asmostofyouknow,CochiseCountyprovidedtheCountyRACESunita
numberofobsoleteMotorolaSpectra45-wattRadiosearlylastmonth.Severalofyoutook
advantageoftheHamfestSpecialandeitherpickedoneuporcommittedtooneoftheVHFor
UHFunitsthatwereavailable.Westillhaveafewleftifyouareinterested.Additionally,wenow
haveafewoftheconnectorboardsrequiredtoconvertthetwopartremoteunitsintounified
units.Thatmeansyouhavenoremotecabletofigureoutwheretostuff.Youcaneither
purchasethefactoryconnectorboard($25includingshippingandhandling)ormakeonefrom
partsavailablefromRadioShackandDigiKey.Forthemoreadventuresomeofyou,Dale–
NJ7C,hasputtogetheracoupleworkingprototypesandcanprovidestepbystepinformationon
howtodoit.Ifyouareinterestedineitheroptiongivemeacallordropmeanemailformore
information.

3)FtHuachucaSafetyDay–Wehaveavolunteernowforeachofthetime
segments.Ifyouwanttocomeonover,comeondown.WewillbeattheThunderMountain
ActivityCenter,formerlyknownastheNCOClubjustoffIrwinStonFtHuachuca.

Training:
Acouplenetsago,westartedaseriesdealingwithNationalTrafficSystemmessageformatting.
Weprovidedasamplemessagetointroduceyoutothebasicradiogramelements.Onthefirst
netwecoveredElementI,thePreambleandtonightwewillfinishtheelementsofaformal
message,ElementsII–IV.

ElementII–Address:Thissoundsobviousbuttherecanbehitches.Theaddressisofcourse
thepersonortheagencythatissupposedtoreceivethemessage.Itshouldbeascompleteas
possibleandshouldincludeacompletename,streetaddress,zipcodeandtelephonenumber.
Inemergencies,thephonenumbermaybecriticaltoexpeditedeliveryofthemessage.The
streetaddresswillassistifitneedstobedeliveredbymessenger.Whoknows,thephonesmay
beoutandmessengerdeliverymaybetheonlyoption.

ElementIII–TheTextoftheMessage–Weencouragemessagestobelimitedto25wordsor
lessifpossible.Duringemergencies,wemaynotbeabletocontrolthat.Thetextiseverything
betweentheBreaktoBreak.AsyoureceivethemessageIrecommendthatyouwritefivewords
perlinetoassistyoulaterinverifyingthewordcount.

ElementIV–Signature–Duringanemergency,themessagesyouhandlecaneasilycontain
requestsforveryexpensivesuppliesthathaveaverylimitedshelflife(suchasbloodforanaid
station),orforagenciesthatwillonlyrespondtoauthorizedrequests(CriticalAirHelicopters).As
such,itisimperativethatyouensuresignature/authorityisincludedineverymessage.Ifyouare
thefirstoperatorinthehandlingchain,trytoensuretohaveamethodtocontactthemessage
originatoriftherearequestionscomingback.Okay,let'ssendamessageforpractice.Everyone
shouldtrytocopythemessage,listencarefullytohowDaleandBarbarasendandacknowledge
it.
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NJ7C,THISISKD7YOZ.IHAVEONEROUTINEFORTHEAMERICANREDCROSSOFFICE,
SIERRAVISTAOVER.
THISISNJ7COVER
NR5ROUTINEHXCKD7YOZ12DOUGLASAZ0300ZMAY14
TO:AMERICANREDCROSS
1234FRONTAGERD
SIERRAVISTAAZ85635
PHONE458-5555
BREAK
REQUESTTENADDITIONALBUNKSAND
BEDDINGFORATEMPORARYSHELTER
INDOUGLAS
BREAK
SIGNEDHALBURTON,DOUGLAS,ARC
OVER

KD7YOZ,THISISNJ7C,ROGERYOURNR5,OUT.

Iknowformanyofyou,thishasbeenyourfirstexposuretoformalmessagetraffichandlingwhile
forothersitisarefresher.WhileNTSformatscanhandlemanydifferenttypesofinformation
flow,therewilloftenberequirementsforformatsthatareuniquetoanindividualemergency.Use
themosteffectivemessageformatfortheeventyouareworking.

AsImentionedbefore,thehandlinginstructionsinthepreambleareoptionalbutIincludedonein
themessagetonightaftertheprecedence.Herearethemeaningsofeachofthemforreference:
HXA–(Followedbyanumber)CollectlandlinedeliveryauthorizedbyaddresseewithinXXmiles.

(Ifnonumber,authorizationisunlimited)
HXB–(Followedbyanumber)CancelmessageifnotdeliveredwithinXXhoursoffilingtime;

servicebacktooriginatingstation.
HXC–Reportdateandtimeofdeliverybacktooriginatingstation.
HXD–Reporttooriginatingstationtheidentityofthestationfromwhichreceivedplusdateand

time.Reportidentityofstationtowhichrelayed,plusdateandtime,orifdelivered,report
date,timeandmethodofdelivery.

HXE–Deliveringstationgetreplyfromaddressee,originatemessageback.
HXF-(Followedbyanumber)Holddeliveryuntil..(date)
HXG–Deliverybymailorlandlinetollcallnotrequired.Iftollorotherexpenseinvolved,cancel

messageandserviceoriginatingstation.

Hopefullythepreambleandbasicformatnowmakesmoresensetoyouthenitdidlasttime.
Okay,thisisquiteabitofinformationsowewillstopatthispointandpickupagainonournext
net.Wewillnowgodowntherosterforcomments.

Bob
RobertLHollister,N7INK
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