
RACESNotesfor10/8/08

NewsandAnnouncements

1)UpcomingEvents:

10/11–CochiseCountyCyclingClassic
10/18–TucsonHamfest
11/05-SaintDavidSchoolCareerFair
11/13-Ft.HuachucaSafety/PreparednessDayatTMAC

2)CochiseCountyCyclingClassic–Asmostofyouknowthisweekendisthe
CochiseCountyCyclingClassicandsponsoredbythePerimeterBicycling
AssociationofAmerica.Thisraceisthelongestperimeterbicyclingeventinthe
UnitedStates.Start/finishlinesforalleventsareatCastroParkat10thStreet
andDAvenueinDouglas,Arizona.Thisactuallyconsistsoffourdifferentevents:
252,157,92,or45-mileevents.Starttimesare:252-Mileevent2:00am,157-
MileEvent6:20am,92-MileEvent6:30amandthe45-MileEvent8:00am.The
45mileeventgoeswestfromDouglasalongHighway80toDoubleAdobeRoad,
turnsbackeastalongDoubleAdobeRdtoHwy191andthensouthon191to
Highway80andreturnstotheStart/FinishlineinDouglas.The92mileroute
followsHighway80westthroughBisbeetoDavisRoad,turnsbackeastto
Highway191,againsouthtoHighway80andreturnstothestart/finishin
Douglas.The157milecoursegoeswestonHighway80throughBisbee,St
David,toBensonandthenalongI-10tomilepost318andthenturnseaston
DragoonRdtoHwy191andthensouthagainthroughPearce/Sunsites,Elfrida,
McNealtoHighway80andreturnstotheStartFinishinDouglas.Thegrand
daddy252mileracestartsoutlikethe157mileracebutcontinuesonI-10
throughWillcox,Bowie,SanSimontoRoadForksNewMexicoandthenturns
southonHighway80throughRodeo,Apache,SilverCreektoDouglas.Our
primarymissionistoprovidesafetyandaccountabilitycommunicationssupport
forthecyclistsandensurepromptresponsebyemergencyservicespersonnel
whenrequired.Secondarilywewillhelpeventstaffensurethatappropriate
suppliesareavailableatthevariouscheckpointandfeedzones.Accurate
milepost,crossstreet,orlandmarkinformationisrequiredwhenrequesting
emergencyresponsebylawenforcementormedicalstafftoexpediteresponse.

3)FtHuachucaSafetyDay–Wearelookingforafewvolunteerstoassistthis
displayupatFtHuachuca.Usuallyrequiresansweringquestionsand
experimentingwithsomeoftheequipment.Weusuallyconductsometrainingas
wellduringtheday.Wetrytorunacoupleshiftsthough,onebeforelunchand
oneafterlunch.Letmeknowifyoucanprovidesomesupport.

4)StDavidCareerDay–SimilartotheFtHuachucaSafetyDaybutthisismy
firstsoamalittlelessinformed.ProbablyprovidetoursoftheMCUandagain
conducttrainingduringtheslowperiods.
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Training-InadditiontotheSafetyBriefingthatwassentoutwiththecourse
assignmentsforCochiseCountyCyclingClassicBikeRace,Ithoughtwewould
gooversomepointsforemphasis.Ourmissionduringthisraceistoprovidea
saferaceenvironment.Thewaywedothatistokeepoureyesandearsopen
andtoreportanysafetyissuestotheraceorganizers.Wewillbestaffingseveral
controlpointsalongtheracecourse.Inmostcasestherewillonlybeasingle
chasevehiclebehindthelastriderofagroup.Ourmemberswillpickupchase
dutiesoncethelastriderpassesyourspecificcheckpoint.Forexample,when
thelastriderpassesyourassignment,thechasefromthepreviouscheckpoint
willdropoffandyouwillthenfollowthelastridertothenextcheckpoint.Atthat
pointyouarenormallyrelievedandtheRACESmemberfromthatcheckpoint
picksupchasetothenextcheckpoint.Asyoucansee,thesupportbasically
collapsesbehindthefinalrider.

Additionally,youmaybetoldofemergenciesbyridersastheycomepastyour
controlpoint.Youwillnormallybeaskedtotrackbacktothepointofthe
emergencyunlessthereisanotherRACESmembercloser.Whenyouarrive,do
anassessmentofthesituationandadvisenetcontrolofthesituationandany
specificemergencyresponserequirements.Ifmedicalorlawenforcement
personnelarerequired,ensurethattheNCSistoldofthespecificrequirements
andlocation,pleaseremainonsceneuntiltheyarrive.

Wearefrequentlyaskedtoassistinreplenishingsupplypointsbyrelayingtheir
requesttotheRaceSupportstaff.

Someotherbasicstoremember,keepthechatterdown.Weareonlyinterested
inknowingwhothegroupleadersareandlastrider(s)numbers.Trytokeepa
countoftheriderswhohavepassedourlocation.Thatistrickierthanitsounds.
Wemaybeaskedtotrackthewhereaboutsofanyhandicappedriders.The
Start/Finishstationshouldadvisethosenumbersatthebeginningoftherace.

Someofyoumaynotbefamiliarwiththeuseoftacticalcallsigns.Tactical
callsignsareusedinadditiontoyourFCCcallsigntohelpNCSquicklyidentify
yourlocation.Thewayitisusedisthis.TheNetControlwillprobablycallyou
firstusingyourtacticalcallsign.Justrememberthatattheendofthatcontactor
after10minutesifitisalongexchange,youshouldfinishthatcontactusingyour
FCCCallsign.Forexample;
"L3thisisNetControl
ThisisL3,GoAhead.
L3thisisNetControl,pleaseadvisethesupportstaffthatthesupplytruckis
enroute.
NetcontrolthisisL3,Roger.ThisisKD7OED.
ThisNetcontrol/N7INKOut."
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Alsoremember,theinitialcallingstationisusuallytheonethatshouldusethe
proword"OUT"whenthecommunicationiscomplete.

That'sitfortrainingtonight,ifyouhavefurtherquestionsabouttheprocedures,
feelfreetoaskaswegodowntherosterforcomments.

Bob
RobertLHollister

Thoughtfortheday:

"I have found that if you love life, life will love you back."

Arthur Rubinstein
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