
RACESNotesfor11/12/2008

NewsandAnnouncements

1)UpcomingEvents:

11/13-Ft.HuachucaSafety/PreparednessDayatTMAC
12/06–Hamfest/ARCAMeeting,MesaCommunityCollege
12/13–CARAChristmasDinner
12/13–SARChristmasDinner

2)FtHuachucaSafetyDay–Wehavefilledinalltheassignedgaps.Youareall
invitedtocomeandhavealookaroundthough.Lotsofinterestingvendorsand
displaysontheparkingareaaswellasinsidetheThunderMountainActivity
Center.

Training-IncidentSecurity

Wehavetalkedaboutincidentsceneorsitesecuritybeforebuttherehasbeen
anincreasedemphasisplacedonsitesecurityandawarenessthatIseeinsome
ofthelawenforcementandfirstresponderliteratureIread.ConsequentlyI
wouldliketogobackoverthissubjectthisevening.

Usuallywhenanincidentisdiscoveredandorreported,andoftenbefore
responderscanevenbedispatched,volunteers,victimsandspectatorswill
convergeonthescene.Whenrespondersarrive,theymustfirstseparatethe
spectators,andthenthevolunteersfromthevictimsandfinallyestablisha
secureinnerperimeteraroundtheincident.ThisinnerperimeterallowstheICS
teamto:

ControlAccess
Establishresourceaccountability
Ensuresafetyofthepublic
Establishaworkingenvironmentforrespondersthatisassafeand

secureaspossible.

Aswasevidenton9/11,forceprotectionmustbeaprimaryconsiderationinan
environmentwhererespondersmaybeaprimaryorsecondarytarget.Incident
Securityrequires:

Distinguishingagencypersonnelwhohavebeenofficiallydispatched
fromthosewhomaybe"self-dispatched".

Identifyingandcredentialing(providingincidentidentificationthatallows
accesstotheincident)officiallydispatchedmutualaidresources.

Establishingcontrolledpointsforentryordepartureofauthorized
personnel.
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CarryinganddisplayingyourRACESIDCardatthesceneofanincidentwill
facilitateyourentrytothecommunicationsunit.Evenwiththatcardthough,you
maystillnotberecognizedbywhoeverhasbeenassignedtocontrolaccessto
theincidentsceneorthecommandcenter.Maintaingoodpersonalselfcontrol
andaskthatyourpresenceatthescenebeverifiedthroughtheIncident
Command.Itisforyourownsafetyandthoseoftheresponseelementthatyou
maybeaskedtowaituntilyouridentityandneedforyourpresenceisverified.
Thiswillnormallyonlyhappenatlargermorecriticalincidentsbutitcouldhappen
atanypotentialcrimescenewherelawenforcementissimplytryingtoprotect
thecrimescene.

Gettoknowwhoissupposedtobethereandwhoisnot.Ifyoubelievethereis
someonepresentwhodoesnotbelong,checkwithyoursupervisortoverifythe
individual'sstatus.TheMCUandtheimmediateareaisgenerallyconsidereda
restrictedareaandnotaplaceforfolkstojust"hang-out".Thisisparticularly
criticalduringcrimescenesupportactivities.Victimfamilymemberswill
generallynotbeallowedcontinuedaccesstotheMCUnorshouldtheybe
encouragedto"hang-out"incloseproximitytotheMCUwheretheycould
overhearcriticalinformationaboutavictim'sstatus.Informationaboutavictim's
statusisnormallyonlyprovidedtothefamilybysomeonedesignatedbythe
IncidentCommander.Requestsforinformationfrompressormedia
representativesarenormallyonlyfurnishedthroughthedesignatedPublic
InformationOfficerorPIO.

Sincethelasttimewediscussedthistopic,wehaveaddedanothertooltohelp
maintainincidentsitesecurityandawareness.Iamtalkingaboutourmast
camera.Itisaveryusefultooltofrequentlyuseinscanningtheimmediatearea.
Ifyouarenotfamiliarwithhowtousethequickzoom,scan,andphotocapture
features,besuretoletmeoroneoftheotherexperiencedoperatorsshowyou
howtouseit.Ifyouseesomethingsuspiciousoroutoftheordinary,besureto
bringittotheattentionofoneoftheseniorteammembersortheIncident
Commander.

That'sallIhaveforthisevening,let'sgodowntherosterforcomments.

Bob
RobertLHollister

Thoughtfortheday:

"Friends show their love - in times of trouble, not in happiness"

Euripides
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