
RACESNotesfor11/26/2008

NewsandAnnouncements

1)UpcomingEvents:

12/06–Hamfest/ARCAMeeting,MesaCommunityCollege
12/13–CARAChristmasDinner
12/13–SARChristmasDinner

2)RecentMissions-Wehavehadtwomissionssinceourlastnet,onewasthe
fueltankeronlastWednesday(19Nov)andmorerecentlytheSheriff'sOffice
supportonTuesday25November.Thetankermissionprimarilyprovidedsupport
totheefforttoevacuatepersonsinanareaconsideredtobeapotentialforan
explosionduringthetransferoffuelfromthedamagedtankertoagoodone.The
SARteamhadtheprimaryroleofadvisingpersonnelofthedangerandto
voluntarilyevacuate.ThemorerecentmissioninWhetstoneinvolvedassistance
totheBorderAllianceGroupandtheSpecialWeaponsunit.Because
informationconcerningthismissionisstilllinkedtoanongoinginvestigation,
specificdetailscannotbediscussedatthistime.Wewereinplaceprimarilyto
assistifasituationworsened,fortunatelyitdidnotandwewerereleased.We
didprovidesomeGooglesatelliteimagerytooneoftheincidentcommandstaff
membersastheywereplanningtheiractivities.

TrainingSubject:Onsomerecentmissions,therehavebeensomeminor
glitchesduringandpostmissionandIwouldliketousethose"glitches"as
trainingpointsthisevening.

Let'sstartwithourpostmissionshutdownprocedure.AstheMCUisreturnedto
theCARAfacilityitisimportanttoensurecertainthingsareaccomplished.First
I'lladdressgeneralhousekeepingandthenacouplespecifics.Unfortunatelywe
areusuallytiredandinahurrytoputtheMCUawayanddon'tfollowthroughwith
everythinginourhastetogethome.

Generalruleofthumb,anytimewecompleteanactualmission,asopposedtoa
trainingmission,weneedtorefuelandcapturethefueluseinformation.Thisis
criticalforallSARmissionswherethecountyisreimbursedbythestate.We
occasionallydonotrefueluponreturnfromadisplayorshorttrainingthatusesa
minimalamountoffuel.ByminimalImeanthereisnodiscerniblemovementof
thefuelgaugefromthefullpositionsuchasshorttriptoFtHuachucaandreturn.

MCUcleanliness.Trytoremembertocheckthecoffeepotforleftovercoffee
groundsandthetrashcontainerfortrash.Agoodquicksweepofdust,sandand
trashisalsoappreciatedinboththecabandtheshelter.Itbuildsupquickly.As
youleavethecab,doublechecktobesureboththeAPRSTrackerandtheCell
Phonerepeatercordsareunpluggedfromtheirrespectivecigarettelighterplugs.
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OneissueofcontinuingconfusionisthePostMissionpositioningoftheelectrical
switchesonthemainelectricalpanel.Irecommendthefollowingsequence:

1)Reconnecttheelectricalshorepowerumbilicalcord.
2)SwitchtheoutsidemainbreakeronthesideofthebuildingtoON.You

shouldseeasmallgreenlightcomeonnexttotheplugontheoutsideofthevan.
3)Insidethevanshelter,youshouldalsoseeasmallgreenlightnextto

theswitchusedtodivertbetweengeneratorandshorepowerindicatingpoweris
available.
Putthisrotatingswitchinpositionforshorepower.

4)TurntheMainBreaker(extremeleftlocationofthetoprow)totheON
(orup)position.ThetoprowcontrolsACpower.

5)TheonlyotherbreakersthatshouldbeonarefortheBatteryCharger
andAccessories(leavestherefrigeratoroperational).Ifoneormoreofthe
handie-talkieswasused,placeitinthechargerunderthecabinetandalsoleave
thedriversideelectricaloutletsonsothattheradiocanrechargeforthenext
mission.

6)Onthelowerrow(DCpower),onlytheinteriorlightswitchshouldbein
theonorupposition.Occasionally,someonewillleavetheDCpowertothe
radiosswitchedon.ThisisaPush/Pullswitch.InisON,outisOFF.

Irealizethatwhenthereisconsiderabletimebetweenwhenyoulastperformed
dutiesasDriverorCo-driverandacurrentmissionitiseasytoforgetsomeof
thesesteps.Thereisalotofinformationtoremember.Itrytorotatethese
dutiesaroundtosharethewealthbutsometimeswedon'thavetheluxurytodo
thatduetolimitedavailabilityofdriverqualifiedpersonnel.Icertainlywant
everyonewhoperformsthesedutiestoknowhowmuchyouareappreciatedfor
thetimeandenergydevotedtoperformingthesemissions,evenwhenthey
seemtobepointless.Thatcanbefrustratingbutitisapartofwhatwedo.

Ifyouhaveanyquestions,pleaseaskduringcomments.That'sallIhaveforthis
evening,let'sgodowntherosterforcomments.

AswepreparefortheThanksgivingHolidaytomorrow,pleaseconsiderthatIfeel
blessedtoknowallofyouandforyoursupportoverthepastyear.ThankYou
andHappyThanksgivingtoyouall.Thenetisclosed.

Bob
RobertLHollister
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