
RACESNotesfor12/10/2008

NewsandAnnouncements

1)UpcomingEvents:

12/13–CARAChristmasDinner
12/13–SARChristmasDinner
1/10–GlendaleWestfest
2/20-21–YumaHamfest

2)WinterChangeover–Haveyoucheckedoutyour"Go-Bag"recently?Atthe
lastSearch&RescuemeetingUrsularemindedeveryonetocheckouttheirkits
tobesureyouarepreparedforwinterweather.Thisisalwaysagoodtimeto
checkbatteriesinyourvariousdevices(flashlights,GPS,portableradios).Do
youhavewinterweightweathergloves,earmuffsorknitcaptoprotectyourears,
longjohns,extradrysocks,sweatshirtorsimilaritems?Ifyoucarryextrameds
withyou,whenwasthelasttimeyouchangedthemouttobesuretheyare
current?

3)RACESNetfor12/24–Sinceournextschedulednetwouldnormallyfallon
ChristmasEve,Iamsuremanyofyouwillbetiedupwithchurchservices,family
events,etc.soIhavedecidedtocancelthatnet.Therefore,ournetnextwillnot
beuntilJanuary14.IwillletyouknowthatNewYearsEvehasfrequentlybeen
anightwehavebeencalledouton,sodon'tbesurprisedifyourbeepergoes
off.Whenwasthelasttimeyoucheckedyourpagerbatteries??

Training–Onourlastnetwecoveredacoupletrainingpointsbasedonrecent
missionsandsomeshortcomingsthatwerenoted.Iwouldliketocontinuethat
themeanddiscussourroleintheMCU.Onsomemissionsweprovideamini
dispatchfunctionsuchasSearchandRescuewherewekeeptheIncident
CommandStaffapprisedofwhatisgoingonandalsorelaydirectionor
instructiontodeployedteams.Weroutinelyprovideprintedmapsforteamsas
theypreparetodeploy.Wefrequentlykeeptrackofteamlocationsusingvarious
maps.WeactuallyhavefivedifferentmapprogramsintheMCU.Doyouknow
whattheyareandtheadvantagesofeach?Theyare:
TerrainNavigator–Thisisaspecializedtopographicmapusedprimarilyformost
SearchandRescuemissions.Allthedataisloadedtotheharddrive.
DelormeTopo–ThismapasTopographicinformationaswellasmoreupdated
highwayinformation.
DelormeStreetAtlas–Thishasfairlycurrenthighwayinformationandcanbe
usedforrouteplanning
PrecisionMapping–Thisisaspecializedapplicationandonlyusedwiththe
APRSsoftware.
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CountyGISMapping–Thisisalsospecializedandusedforspecificaddress
identification.Itisrarelyusedandmostoftheoperatorshavenotbeentrainedto
usethisone.

CurrentlytheDelormemapsarenotloadedtotheharddriveandtheappropriate
CD-ROMneedstobeintheD:driveinordertoaccessthedata.TheCD-ROM
discsarelocatedinthebasketintheoverheadcupboardabovethemapsupport
computer.

Oneofthemorecriticalfunctionsweperformisthecreationandmaintenanceof
theICSForm309orCommunicationsLog.Oneofthefirstthingsweneedtodo
aftertheMCUisupandoperationalistogettheLaptopComputerturnedonand
aCommunicationsLoginitiated.Keyentriesinclude:

TimeMCUwasOperational
Nameofthemission
Identificationofcommunicationsteammemberswhoaredeployed
IdentificationoftheIncidentCommander
LocationoftheMCU/IncidentCommandPost

TheCommunicationsLogshouldbeawrittenrecordofkeyeventsofthe
mission.Thismayincluderecordingvariousreportsfromsearchandrescue
teamsastheyconductoperationsincludinglocationsofvariousitemstheyhave
locatedorlocationstheyhavesearched.Onothertypesofmissionsitmay
includerecordingexchangesofinformationbetweenotherdeployedelements
thatwehearontheradio.Whileitmaynotbeaword-for-wordrecordofwhat
wassaid,itshouldbeafairlycompletegistofwhatwassaid.Wearefrequently
askedaboutpasteventsandthelogisthebestsourceofwhathappenedand
whenithappened.Finally,itissometimesimportantjusttorecordeventsthat
arerelatedtous,notnecessarilysomethingweheardofftheradio.
Ifindoubt,writeitdown.

Andfinally,pleaseusethe"Read-Back"techniqueofanythingthereisaquestion
abouttheaccuracyoftheinformation.Thisisparticularlyimportantwhen
capturingnumberssuchasgridcoordinates,addresses,andphonenumbers.If
youareunfamiliarwiththetechnique,itissimplyrepeatingtheinformationyou
receivedorheardbacktotheoriginatorandhavingthemconfirmyouhaveit
correct.

That'sitfortonight.Onefinalthankyouforallyoursupportinthepastyear.It
hasbeenachallengingoneforseveralofusandIfeelblessedtohavesucha
greatgroupofvolunteersasmembersoftheCochiseCountyARES/RACESunit.
Iamcertainlylookingtowardahappieroneinthenewyear.Solet'sgodownthe
rosterforcomments.

Bob
RobertLHollister
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Thoughtfortheday:

The irony of life is that, by the time you're old enough to know your way around,
you're not going anywhere.
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