After Action Report

DATE: February 28, 2007

SUBJECT: After Action Report - St David Search

FROM: Robert Hollister, RACES Team Leader

TO:  David Noland, CCSO SAR Coordinator

CC:  Mike Evans, CC Emergency Services

     RACES Team

1. PURPOSE:

This report briefly describes the support provided by the RACES Communications team to the Cochise County Search and Rescue Team on 27 February 2007.  It does not address any SAR specific operational issues.

2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

At approximately 2115 hours on 27 February, 2007 the RACES team received notification by page of a search mission in St. David for a missing 50+ year

old female.   It had been reported that the lady was despondent due the loss

of a close family member the day before, consumed a quantity of alcohol, and stormed out of the house in anger. We arrived on scene at approximately 2230 hours and set up operations.  One ground team was already deployed and searching the area behind the house and located some possible shoe prints belonging to the missing subject. Shortly thereafter the ground team located the subject and she was brought back in to the CP area.  An EMS team/ambulance was requested to check out the subject due to possible hypothermia.  It was quite chilly and windy during the evening while she was out.  The mission was completed and the MCU returned to the Club Site by

0115 (2/28).

3. LESSONS LEARNED

Possible WiFi Interference - During a recent mission we experienced some low level interference on the 146.90 repeater that continually broke squelch. On this mission we noticed a similar phenomena on the 147.02 repeater.  When we unplugged the power to the onboard WiFi transmitter the interference went away. It reoccurred when we plugged it back in. There may be some harmonic mixing in the receiver from the WiFi transmitter.  It is planned to move the WiFi unit in the near future to the outside antenna and it is hoped that will resolve the interference.

4. COMMENTS

No mission specific comments on this event.

5. ACTION ITEMS

        1 - Complete the installation of the WiFi router under the cabinet.

Still waiting or the antenna adapter (TNC to SMA).

Appendix - Participants

        CCSO SAR Team

AZ DPS Ranger

RACES Team

    Bob Hollister - MCU Operator/Chase Vehicle

    Dale Chidester - MCU Operator

    Charles Campbell - MCU Operator/Driver

    Pat Thies - Home Unit Monitor

    Barb Heck - Home Unit Monitor

