
SARMISSIONAugust16,2008

WewerecalledastheSARteamwasfinishingwiththehelicopterre-qualsforaninjured
hikerwithapossiblebrokenlegintheChiricahuaNationalMonument.Weallresponded
thinkingweweregoingtodoashorthaulandgethimout.Wecouldneverfindour
victim,thepersonreportingtheincident,soagroundsearchwasstartedandthepageout
done.TheUSParkServicehadsentoneoftheirfirefightersdownthetrailbyhimselfto
helplookforourvictim.(ThiswastheF.F.’sfirstweekonthejob)Partiallydownthe
EchoCanyontrailtheguycalledtheParkLEOontheradiotoreporthehadgoneoffthe
trailandwasnowlost.TucsonRangerhadgonetoWillcoxforfuelandwereontheir
waybackwhenthiscallcamein.Theycameupcanyonlocatedthefirefighterand
directedhimbackuptothetrail.TheParkServiceLEOandForestServicepersonnel
wentupcanyon,locatedthefirefighterwhowasnowdownwithheatexhaustion,
dehydration,possibleheadinjuryandbrokencollarbone.SowedivertedRangerand
severalteammemberstodealwiththat.Wegottoourpatient,packagedhimfor
shorthaulandUrsulaflewwithhimdowntotheParkEntrancetoanambulanceandAZ
Lifeline.Itwasdeterminedthathedidnothaveanyinjuredotherthanheatexhaustion
anddehydration.TheambulanceendeduptransportinghimtotheWillcoxHospital
wherehewastreatedandreleased.HealsoalmostbrokeUrsula’shandbysqueezingit
duringtheshorthaul.

TheRACESteamdidnotquitemakeittothemissionsitewhenthemissionwascalled.
WewereonHwy181approachingTurkeyCreekwhenwegotturnedaround.OhWell.

Bob
RobertLHollister

Thoughtfortheday:

"The more you depend on others, the less happier you will be. Happiness is mostly about
independence and freedom from past misery. You must forgive yourself for your errors or
those errors will be permanently engraved in your memory!"

Timothy John Waterhouse
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